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Orinda
Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Orinda: 
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association: 
www.orindaassociation.org

City Council 
Tuesday, Dec. 18, 7 p.m. 
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Dec. 18, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Citizens’ Infrastructure 
Oversight Commission  
Wed., Dec. 12, 7 p.m. cancelled
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

School Board Meetings
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, Jan. 14, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

MOFD to conduct evacuation drills in Orinda and Moraga Dec. 15
By Sora O’Doherty

All traffi c in both lanes of 
Moraga Way from the Orin-

da city limit at Ivy Drive to Glo-
rietta Boulevard will travel only 
in the northbound direction from 
7 to 8 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 15 as 
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District 
tests evacuation procedures. The 
Oirnda City Council adopted a 
resolution Nov. 27 authorizing 
the temporary closure of the road 
to southbound traffi c, which will 
be diverted to Rheem Boulevard. 
The resolution recognizes that 
the need for practicing and simu-
lating evacuation efforts has only 
been heightened with the loss 
of life in the recent Camp Fire. 
Moraga Way is considered a ma-
jor evacuation route for most of 
south Orinda and portions of the 
town of Moraga.
 Moraga-Orinda Fire District 
Fire Chief Dave Winnacker, 
Orinda Police Chief Mark Na-
gel and Public Works Director 
Larry Theis presented the plan 
to the city council. Vice Mayor 
Inga Miller noted that the test “is 
a comfort to our residents.” The 
offi cials have been working with 
Moraga, which will also be af-
fected by the drill. 
 Nagel explained that 50 or 
so CERT volunteers will stand 
along the road and at intersec-
tions to assure the smooth fl ow 
of traffi c. Moraga Country Club 
residents will be invited to sign 
up to participate in the drill, and 
those who are not participating 
will be asked to take an alternate 
route. “We want it to be very con-
trolled, very slow,” Nagel said. 
The plan included advertising on 
social media for a week before, 
as well as the day before and the 
day of the drill. Changeable mes-
sage signs will alert drivers to 

the drill this week. The number 
of vehicles that will participate in 
the drill is unknown.
 The fi rst responders are hop-
ing to learn how volunteers can 
help coordinate traffi c from the 
exercise, which, admittedly, is 
not quite the full-blown situa-
tion of an evacuation in the event 
of a real emergency, such as a 
wildfi re. Armed with the lessons 
learned on Saturday, the group 
anticipates a second drill early 
next year on Miner Road, the 
primary feeder route for north 
Orinda. Council Member Eve 
Phillips pointed out that Orinda 
Country Club has a robust block 
captain system and Theis noted 
that Orinda has worked well with 
PG&E to clear vegetation along 
Miner Road. 
 Laura Lyons spoke during the 
council meeting’s public comment 
period. “I’m a little concerned 
about this very limited evacua-
tion,” she said, adding, “There is 
general panic; we are being com-
pared with Paradise: one road out, 
one road in.” She made a number 
of suggestions, including widen-
ing the road, getting CERT in-

volved, and developing a plan not 
dependent on cell phones and cell 
towers. Lyons commended the 
very active parents groups that 
helped get water tanks installed at 
Sleepy Hollow and Wagner Ranch 
elementary schools, but noted that 
there is nothing similar at the 
three other schools in Orinda or 
the high schools. She added that 
in a fi restorm, a fi re moves an acre 
a second.
 Winnacker noted that the 
primary mode of notifi cation 
is landlines, underscoring how 
the old-school system of direct 
wired phones is the best be-
cause no electricity is required. 
If your telephone system uses 
wireless handsets, he recom-
mends the purchase of an unin-
terrupted power supply for both 
the phone and the modem. The 
secondary route of notifi cation is 
for people who have registered 
their addresses and mobile tele-
phone numbers; they will receive 
an alert via cell phone. Also, the 
broad-based federal notifi ca-
tion system would be similar to 
amber alerts, broadcast to every 
cell phone in range of the tower. 

However, there is no way to opt 
out of this type of notifi cation. 
 Winnacker also recommend-
ed the use of weather alert radios 
with battery backups, which, he 
said, even when turned off will 
sound a 120-decible alarm with a 
fl ashing light. He said that these 
items are stocked on Amazon, 
starting at around $20. After the 
alert, the radio gives more infor-
mation, such as which evacua-
tion route to take. 
 Mayor Amy Worth asked 
Winnacker about school fi re safe-
ty, and the chief discussed meet-
ing with the site safety council at 
the schools. For Wagner Ranch 
and Sleepy Hollow the plan is to 
shelter students and staff in place 
in inherently Type 3 fi re resistant 
multipurpose rooms; 10,000-gal-
lon tanks have been provided and 
fi lled, and a fi re engine would be 
allocated to each site in the event 
of a fi re. “Of the fi ve engines 
we have available to us,” he 
said, “two are allocated to those 
schools. I know that it is an ex-
treme ask,” he continued, “but it 
is better not to go get your child.” 
 Worth also asked about ef-
forts to control vegetation and 
fi re load. Winnacker responded 
that the 14,000 parcels in the dis-
trict get a notice each year asking 
them to focus on three big things 
that are required: grass cut to less 
than 3 inches, bushes broken up 
so that they don’t form a fi re lad-
der, and trees limbed up to 6-8 
feet. MOFD is also working with 
East Bay Parks and the East Bay 
Municipal Utility District to en-
sure mitigation of wild land sur-
rounding the district. 
 Winnacker said that EBMUD 
has been a great partner, and that 
the agency has facilitated a lot of 
grazing which, to the untrained 
eye, looks untreated but really 
leaves just stubble. Prescribed 
burns were carried out this year 
on 30 acres, with burns on 200 
acres planned next year, and 30 
miles of fi re trails were mowed 
or disked, and the plan is to ex-
pand that number next year. 
 “The year after that,” Win-
nacker said, “we hope to burn a 
perimeter black line around the 
entire district to create a fi re-safe 
island.”

Evacuation map provided

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Head Frog Mo Williams

*1 coupon per service  Exp 1/15/1

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Plumbing

LeapFrog is a vendor
for PG&E gas service.

We Hop To It!
Family-owned and serving

Lamorinda since 1993

The one‐call plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer
• Emergency service
• Repairs & installation
• Video sewer inspection
• Copper re‐piping
• Preventive checkups
• Water heater specialist

Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

LeapFrog Loot
$150 off  

tankless/hybrid
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$89 off  

Any tank-type 
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$25 off  

Any new faucet or 
fixture installation*

To all our Lamorinda customers:
Ho Ho Ho! You’re the best! 
We thank you for the privilege of 
hoppin’ to it for you this year!We 
wish you true peace, love and joy. 
May you have a safe and Plumb 
Hoppy Holiday.

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

Vernon G McCalla 
Coldwell Banker - Orinda

925-639-0068
Vern.mccalla@camoves.com
CalBRE 01970006

Vernon G McCalla 
Coldwell Banker - Orinda

925-639-0068
Vern.mccalla@camoves.com
CalBRE 01970006

Happy Holidays!

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.  •  Cecelia Thomas, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation 

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

Taking care of  all dental needs for you and your family. Emphasizing
cosmetic dentistry with implants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is

available. Consultations are complementary.
Dentistry with Excellence.




